
Age 25-69 and has ever been sexually active and is due or has never screened Age 69+ and has never screenedMy patient is: or

Patient has a cervix Patient had their cervix removed Patient never had a cervix

Patient has a history of AIS or was 

treated for CIN 2 or CIN 3 in the 

last 5 years

Patient had a total hysterectomy 

and has a history of CIN 2, CIN 3 

or AIS

No screening necessary

Patient was recommended for�

� A co-test by the laboratory or 

colposcopist; o�

� Follow-up cytology after self-

screening

Provider-collected 

vaginal vault LBC sample


Laboratory will triage to co-test

� Patient can self-test at home 

with the cervix self-screening 

kit; o�

� Sample can be collected by 

provider at patient’s request

Vaginal 

swab

Patient�

� Had difficulty getting to the 

office for an appointment or 

taking their own sample; o�

� Requires a pelvic exam for 

other reasons; o�

� Uses a pessary; o�

� Prefers provider collected 

sample

Provider-collected 


LBC sample


Laboratory will triage to HPV or 

cytology testing based on patient’s 

age and health history

Provider-collected 


LBC sample


Laboratory will triage to co-test or 

cytology only

Provider-collected 


LBC sample


Laboratory will triage to co-test

Should my patient get a  or a  sample?vaginal swab provider-collected liquid-based cytology (LBC)

NoYes

Yes

Yes No

YesNo

No

Notes

� Self-screening may include a vaginal swab taken by the patient themselves or by the provider at the 

patient's reques�

� Patients can request for the kit either   or by phone (1-877-702-6566�

� Screening at age 74 may be indicated for those who are immunocompromised or recently 

discharged from coloscopy. Refer to the  for more information

online

BC Cancer Program Overview Table

Abbreviations and Definitions

� AIS: Adenocardnoma in sit�

� CIN: Cervical Intraepithelial neoplasia (Graded CIN 1, CIN 2, CIN 3�

� Co-test: When a LBC sample undergoes HPV and cytology testin�

� LBC: Liquid-based Cytology. Cervical sample can be used for cytology, HPV testing or bot�

� Self-screening: Vaginal sample undergoes HPV testing.

Patient can do either of the following:

1. Vaginal swa�

� Cervix self-screening kit; o�

� Sample collected by provider 

at patient’s request

2. Provider-collected 

LBC sample

This algorithm was 
adapted by UBC CPD
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https://submit.healthcarebc.ca/bccancer/cervix-screening-kit
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/screening/Documents/Cervix-Program-Guidelines-Overview-Table.pdf

